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Msgr. Donald J. Kanaly–A Pioneer in Catholic Action




"All of you will have your faith
shaken, for it is written:
I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep will be dispersed.
But after I have been raised up,

I shall go before you to
Galilee."

Mk 14: 27–28

Don Kanaly was born on July 30, 1905 in Oklahoma Territory, on a farm that
is now part of the city of Edmond. He was the twelfth of thirteen children born
to Matthew and Margaret Murphy Kanaly. The family is listed among the
founding members of Edmond’s St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, where
nine of their children were baptized and several were married.
His mother died of cancer when Don was only twelve years old and most of

his siblings were out on their own. Don lived first with one, then another, but
couldn’t settle down. He was a lost boy and his schooling suffered in the
process.
Eventually Don dropped out of high school and he and his brother Tom, who

was two years older, took to riding the rails, in Oklahoma and beyond.
Traveling the country, they saw the seamy side of life, learned about hunger
and were jailed a time or two.
Each time Don came back to Oklahoma he visited a favorite teacher,

Katherine Delehanty. She kept track of him, saw his potential and gently
encouraged him to return to school. Finally he did and graduated from
Oklahoma City’s Central High School in 1928, at the age of 22.
From there he went to the University of Oklahoma. It was in Norman that

Don became acquainted with several priests and religious and began to think
about the priesthood. In 1931 he applied to enter the seminary and was
accepted. He spent one year at St. Gregory’s College and on September 23,
1932 he sailed from New York on the S.S. Westernland for Antwerp and then
Louvain.
Don joined several other Oklahoma men studying at the American College

of the Immaculate Conception in Louvain, Belgium. Then Oklahoma bishop,
Rt. Rev. Francis Kelly, wanted these men, who would later bring leadership to
the Catholic Church in Oklahoma and beyond, to experience the broader world
view near the center of Catholicism. It was an exciting time of change in the
Church in western Europe.
Don and his companions—Charles Buswell, Stephen Leven, Raymond

Harkin and Victor Reed—were a rare breed of men. Three would become
bishops, Buswell, Leven and Reed. All would make a difference.
At the American College, Don came to know Msgr. Joseph Cardijn, a

Belgian priest who developed the see-judge-act method of involving lay people
in the apostolate. Specifically Cardijn’s movement attempted to motivate
Catholic workers to be apostles to other workers, and the same for students, the
“like to like" approach. The goal was action to insert Gospel values into
society. Don was an ardent disciple of Cardijn.

. . . continued on page 2



On July 10, 1938 Don Kanaly was ordained in the
chapel of the American College of Louvain.
Father Kanaly returned to the United States that

summer, a newly ordained priest filled with zeal for the
lay apostolate. He spent two weeks in New York
working with Dorothy Day at her rescue mission on his
way back from Belgium. He was able to see firsthand
how the love of Jesus Christ could flow from an ordinary
human being to the needy and change lives.
Within a year of his return he made a dramatic speech

to a group of priests in Chicago about the see-judge-act
approach to Catholic Action. His powerful message lit a
fire under a small group of priests that day and the
Young Christian Workers, Young Christian Students and
the uniquely American contribution of the Christian
Family Movement were born in the United States.
In Oklahoma, Father Kanaly ignited the same fire for

the lay apostolate which he had achieved on the national
level. He also became well known as a prison chaplain, a
hands-on pastor and builder, and the overall youth
director of the Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa.
His prison ministry changed lives and prison records

reveal that many inmates were baptized. Fr. Don put into
practice the see-judge-act approach and developed small
group discussions among the inmates.
One story stands out during his time as chaplain at the

federal prison in El Reno. A young prisoner by the name
of Francis “Smokey” McCown was temporarily housed
in El Reno while being transferred from Arkansas to
California. Fr. Kanaly first met McCown when he came
upon him in the holding area where he was threatening
one of the prison guards with his own gun. Kanaly began
immediately to talk to Francis to try and prevent any
violence. Eventually, he challenged Smokey to a boxing
match in the prison gym. Francis thought how funny it
would be to whip a chaplain so he agreed. Little did he
know that Kanaly had spent time in college boxing and
was young and agile in spite of his prematurely white
hair. The two men squared off and boxed for a good
while but Smokey never laid a glove on Kanaly. Finally
Don asked the prisoner to give up and be his friend. For
once McCown accepted and the two created a strong
bond. Smokey became a group leader within the prison
teaching his fellow prisoners under Fr. Kanaly’s
guidance.
One day Don came to the prison and found McCown

gone. He was being transferred out by train that very
day. He got in his car and raced to Union Station in

Oklahoma City praying he would make it in time. He
arrived just a few minutes before the train pulled into the
station and found Smokey with handcuffs on his hands,
irons on his legs and guards on either side. They had
talked about it, but Smokey had not been baptized. Don
asked him if he wanted to be baptized now. He answered
“Yes, I do.” He was led to the men’s washroom and
with a Dixie paper cup of water, Father Kanaly baptized
Francis McCown.
Francis McCown went on to become the movie and

television actor Rory Calhoun. In his autobiography he
speaks of "a little Irishman of a priest" who turned his
life around. That was Fr. Don Kanaly, chaplain,
counselor and lifelong friend.
Fr. Don's greatest accomplishments of his faith-in- ac-

tion ministry were to spearhead the design and construc-
tion of parishioner-built churches. He quite literally was
building the community of the Church.
Note: Msgr. Kanaly is the great uncle of parishioners,
Kathy O’Meara Marks, Rita O’Meara Mullins and Rita
Kamann House.

Sources: “The day that decided Rory’s life” by Maxine
Arnold, Photoplay magazine, March, 1956 Issue; Personal
interviews with my great-uncle Fr. Kanaly.

– Kathleen Marks
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6 What happened when the ship carrying blue
paint and the ship carrying red paint crashed
into an island?
The sailors were marooned.

6 You know why you never see elephants hiding up
in trees?
Because they're really good at it.

6 The early bird might get the worm,
but the second mouse gets the cheese.

6 I stopped understanding math when the alphabet
deciced to get involved.

6 It's an awkward moment when you are not
sure if you actually have free time, or you're
just forgetting everything.



Two of his brothers were named Danny and Thomas.
His parents disapproved of show business careers. So he
changed his stage and screen name to Danny Thomas
and kept his early entertainment efforts hidden from his
family. If they could have seen his future, there was no
need for subterfuge. Danny Thomas became one of the
most successful television stars as well as a producer of
mid-twentieth century landmark TV series such as The
Andy Griffith Show, The Dick Van Dyke Show, That
Girl, Mod Squad and The Real McCoys. He also ap-
peared in movies, radio, and nightclubs. And all because
of a simple prayer to St. Jude and a trust in God’s will.
Born in 1912 in Deerfield, Michigan, he was one of

ten children in a devout Maronite Catholic family. Dur-
ing his fifty-year career, he had his own show, Make
Room for Daddy, which ran from 1953 to 1964.
But in the early 1940s, he was an unknown entertainer,

working in nightclubs, with a wife and baby on the way.
He prayed to St. Jude, patron of lost causes, that if he
could succeed in show business and pay the hospital
bills for the baby’s delivery, he would build a shrine to
this patron of long shots.
Always a devout Catholic, he once placed his last few

dollars in the collection during an emotionally moving
Mass. The next day, he was offered a part paying ten
times what he sacrificed to the collection basket. He nev-
er lost sight of the power of prayer nor the possibilities
in the impossible.

Danny Thomas left behind movies and television
shows but more importantly, his lifelong, multi-genera-
tional legacy is the famous hospital for children with
cancer; St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. While the initial promise was a shrine,
by the mid-1950s, after consulting with others, the idea
of a research and treatment facility for children with can-
cer, took shape.
Thomas and his wife Rose Marie tirelessly raised

funds to build the hospital through benefits, appeals, and
community backing. When the hospital opened in 1962,
the survival rate for childhood leukemia was less than
twenty per cent. Today, it is eighty per cent.
Danny Thomas died of congestive heart failure on

February 6, 1991, having visited St. Jude two days earli-
er for their twenty-ninth anniversary celebration. His
children, Tony, Terry and actress Marlo, carry on their
father’s legacy with their involvement in fundraising ac-
tivities and other service.
Families who bring their children for treatment are

treated at no charge.
Some inspirational thoughts from Danny Thomas and websites:

Website: www.stjude.org

Jude the Apostle, Wikipedia

"Success has nothing to do with what you gain in life or
accomplish for yourself. It's what you do for others.”

“There are two types of people in this world, the Givers and the
Takers. The Takers sometimes eat better, but the Givers always
sleep better.”

“No child should die in the dawn of life.”

– Monica Knudsen

Catholic Movie and Television Star: Amos Muzyad Yakhoob Kairouz



from an Al Hirschfeld drawing . . .
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6 I'm close friends with 25 letters of the alphabet,

I don't know y.

6 Did you hear about the restaurant on the moon?
I heard the food was good but it had no

atmosphere.

6 Who built King Arthur's Round Table?

Sir Cumference.

6 Why was dumbo sad?
He felt irrelephant.





What Is the Maronite Catholic Church?

 



The Maronite or
Antiochene Cross

The three bars symbolize
the Holy Trinity, the unity
of Pope, Patriarch and
Bishops as well as the

titulus, the patibulum and
the suppedaneum of the
cross. End buds suggest

the fruitfulness of the "Tree
of Life".

Entertainer Danny Thomas’s family (see biographical
article, page ) were immigrants from Lebanon. They
worshipped in the Maronite Catholic Church, an Eastern
Church in full communion with Rome, which is tied to
Lebanon, her spiritual homeland.
Our Catholic Church actually comprises twenty-one

Eastern Churches and one Western Church, with the
Pope as the visible head, “gathered in the one spirit,
breathing as though with two lungs–of the East and of
the West–and burning with the Love of Christ in one
heart–having two ventricles” (Sacri Canones; Pope John
Paul II).
The Maronites were 4th century Christians who

gathered around a priest named Maron or Maroun and
adopted his pattern of life. Today, the church has her
own hierarchy composed of a Patriarch and over forty
Bishops. Over 3 million Maronites worldwide practice
the faith tradition.
During his lifetime, Maron hoped to leave behind

theological strife and worship God in solitude. However,
he found his true vocation was to live with others, so he
resumed parish duties. His disciples increased in number
and they began to call themselves Maronites, after their
teacher. Maron died in the year 410 but his disciples
carried on his mission.
As early Christians traveled forth from Jerusalem,

settling in far-flung parts of the world, they encountered
various traditions, cultures, customs and languages.
Soon the Church became a communion of Churches
united in love, looking to the See of Peter in Rome as
first among them all. The historical beginnings of the
Maronite faith were in Antioch, located in ancient Syria,
today in Turkey.
Maronites are Chalcedonian, meaning they were

staunch supporters of the Council of Chalcedon,
convened in 451 A.D., which taught that Jesus was true
God and true man.
A Roman Catholic may attend any Eastern Catholic

liturgy and fulfill his or her obligations at an Eastern
Catholic parish and receive any sacrament since all
belong to the Catholic Church. Conversely, Eastern Rite
Catholics may worship and receive sacraments in
Roman Catholic churches.
The Maronite liturgy also retains certain aspects of the

ancient liturgy of the Old Testament. For example, at the
Consecration, the priest tips the chalice in the four

directions of the compass to symbolize the shedding of
Christ’s blood for the entire universe, which recalls the
practice of sprinkling the four corners of the altar with
the blood of the sacrificial lamb.
We are fortunate to have one Maronite Church in

Norman, Oklahoma: Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite
Catholic Church. The Mass is a mixture of mainly
English, Arabic and Syriac, with full translation to
English available. The Church primarily serves the
Maronite community of Oklahoma, but its doors are
open to welcome all who want to deepen their faith in
Christ, and be members of a small, close-knit
community of Christians.
The church is located at 500 Alameda Street, Norman,

Oklahoma. Daily Mass is celebrated at 5:30 p.m. and
Sunday Mass at 11 a.m. For further information, see
"http://www.maroniteok.org"
Ed. Note: This article was compiled from the following
sources: "http://www.maroniteok.org", "http://
www.maronitemonks.org", "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Maron", "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maronite_Church"
article title “Maronite Church.”

6 What did Winnie The Pooh say to his agent?
Show me the honey!

6 What did the buffalo say when his son went
to college?
Bison.
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© thewordsearch.com

The Latin purgare means to make clean or purify. From
this ancient root word, we have “purgatory.” As
Catholics, we can use our imaginations to think about
purgatory as no one has ever come back to tell us exactly
what it is like.
Our pastor, Father Luschen said, “It is not a complete
absence of God but not a complete presence either. It is
some kind of strange in between.” In the afterlife, he
went on to say, “We no longer live in time so it could be
a state of being or process of being cleansed.” As a way
of explanation, he spoke of heaven and our imperfect
selves. “Some days our hands are more difficult to clean
than others, say if you had been working in a garden.
You would spend more time and effort to clean them in
order to prepare and eat dinner.
In the same way, purgatory requires of us some kind of
reckoning because in heaven we must bring to God
whatever is perfect and leave behind whatever is not. In
order to be complete in the presence of God’s love and
peace, some things need to be fixed.”
In the January 2012 issue of Humilitas, St. Charles
School first graders shared their thoughts on what
heaven looks like. In this issue six students, two each
from the sixth, seventh and eighth grades herewith
share their thoughts on purgatory:
Corinthians says, “Nothing unclean can be seen by
God,” so we go to purgatory to be cleansed.”—Zac
“I imagine purgatory is like a church made out of
clouds, where you can see the gates and it is peaceful
and we pray until we are cleansed enough to go to
heaven.”—Nate
A repeating theme in the middle schoolers’
comments was “until we realize what we have done.”
They understand well the responsibility for
repentance lies with us, not with God. We work
ourselves out of purgatory.
“It could be like a slope and you climb to the top and
and you may slide back down until you realize what you
have done.”—Camden
“You have to figure out what you’ve done wrong. It is
under His control and it isn’t. He can’t control what you
do because He gives us free will."—Zac
“For some people, it takes longer and some less time
like in class some people understand something quicker
than others. It might take some more time to figure out
what they have done wrong.”—Anna

Several students envision Purgatory as being able to
see Heaven and Hell but not be there.
“You go up in an elevator and you are in a lobby with
doors; heaven and hell. There are benches. They are
marble and everything is white.”—Zac and Nate
“I see God and heaven on one side. We are in a box
type thing with a window. You stay there until you
understand what you have done.”—Anna
The concept of time in the afterlife was of interest.
“Why would you need time in heaven?”—Nate
“The younger you die, like in a school shooting, all
those kids would go to heaven a lot quicker.”—Nate
With a smile, all agreed that the only persons who
can bypass purgatory are babies, Mary and Jesus.
“They go to the lobby. They don’t have to check in.
They just walk through the door.”
Thank you, Anna and Nate (6th grade), Camden and Zac
(7th grade), Miriam and Luis (8th grade). You all possess
spiritual maturity and imagination.

– Monica Knudsen

What Is Purgatory Like?



6 Why did Star Wars episodes 4, 5 and 6 come
before 1, 2 and 3?
Because in charge of scheduling, Yoda was.
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Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, former chairman of the Committee on Evangelization and Catech-
esis of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), offers “10 Things to Remember for Lent”:
1. Remember the formula. The Church does a good job capturing certain truths with easy-to-remember lists and
formulas: 10 Commandments, 7 sacraments, 3 persons in the Trinity. For Lent, the Church gives us almost a
slogan—Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving—as the three things we need to work on during the season.

2. It’s a time of prayer. Lent is essentially an act of prayer spread out over 40 days. As we pray, we go on a journey,
one that hopefully brings us closer to Christ and leaves us changed by the encounter with him.

3. It’s a time to fast. With the fasts of Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, meatless Fridays, and our personal
disciplines interspersed, Lent is the only time many Catholics these days actually fast. And maybe that’s why it
gets all the attention. “What are you giving up for Lent? Hotdogs? Beer? Jelly beans?” It’s almost a game for
some of us, but fasting is actually a form of penance, which helps us turn away from sin and toward Christ.

4. It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of Lent are also a good, set time to work on personal discipline in
general. Instead of giving something up, it can be doing something positive. “I’m going to exercise more. I’m
going to pray more. I’m going to be nicer to my family, friends and coworkers.”

5. It’s about dying to yourself. The more serious side of Lenten discipline is that it’s about more than self-control –
it’s about finding aspects of yourself that are less than Christ-like and letting them die. The suffering and death of
Christ are foremost on our minds during Lent, and we join in these mysteries by suffering, dying with Christ and
being resurrected in a purified form.

6. Don’t do too much. It’s tempting to make Lent some ambitious period of personal reinvention, but it’s best to
keep it simple and focused. There’s a reason the Church works on these mysteries year after year. We spend our
entire lives growing closer to God. Don’t try to cram it all in one Lent. That’s a recipe for failure.

7. Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course, even when we set simple goals for ourselves during Lent, we still
have trouble keeping them. When we fast, we realize we’re all just one meal away from hunger. In both cases,
Lent shows us our weakness. This can be painful, but recognizing how helpless we are makes us seek God’s help
with renewed urgency and sincerity.

8. Be patient with yourself. When we’re confronted with our own weakness during Lent, the temptation is to get
angry and frustrated. “What a bad person I am!” But that’s the wrong lesson. God is calling us to be patient and
to see ourselves as he does, with unconditional love.

9. Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness and suffering during Lent, we should be renewed in our
compassion for those who are hungry, suffering or otherwise in need. The third part of the Lenten formula is
almsgiving. It’s about more than throwing a few extra dollars in the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to
others and helping them without question as a way of sharing the experience of God’s unconditional love.

10. Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves in the midst of our suffering and self-denial brings us closer to
loving like Christ, who suffered and poured himself out unconditionally on cross for all of us. Lent is a journey
through the desert to the foot of the cross on Good Friday, as we seek him out, ask his help, join in his suffering,
and learn to love like him.

© 2018 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
You can find other Lenten resources on the USCCB web site as well.

Bishop Ricken Offers 10 Things to Remember For Lent

! Think you might like to increase your time in prayer or expand your understanding of social justice concerns
during this Lent? Check out these two online prayer/retreat options . . .

" The Ignatian Workout for Lent: An Online Retreat –
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/lent/the-ignatian-
workout-for-lent-an-online-retreat

" A series on 21st Century poverty from NETWORK, a
Catholic National Lobbying organization –
https://networklobby.org/lent-sign-up/
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

March Saints and Days
03 [USA: St. Katharine Drexel]
04 Third Sunday of Lent
07 [Ss. Perpetua and Felicity]
08 [St. John of God]
09 [St. Francis of Rome]
11 Fourth Sunday of Lent
17 [St.Patrick]
18 Fifth Sunday of Lent
19 St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Solemnity
23 [St. Turibius of Mogrovejo]
25 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
26 Monday of Holy Week
27 Tuesday of Holy Week
28 Wednesday of Holy Week
29 Holy Thursday
30 Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)
31 Holy Saturday
01 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

6 I've taken up speed reading. I can read "War and Peace"

in twenty seconds.

I'ts only three words but it's a start.

6 Some aquatic mammals at the zoo escaped;
it was otter chaos.

1495 -1550
Portugese soldier turned

health-care worker in Spain.
Followers formed the Brothers

Hospitallers Order.

1384 -1440
Holy Woman, Widow

Inspiration for the Lenten Journey*

The security of faith sets us on a journey –

faith born from listening,
strengthened by proclamation.
Believers know it is truth
that embraces and possesses us,
rather than ourselves possessing truth.

What happens if we step outside ourselves
toward the breadth of communion,
look at the horizon,
learn to be magnanimous?
Faith is a light coming from the future.

And security of faith sets us on a journey.

*All phrasing is from homilies by Pope Francis
found in the following pages of The Church of
Mercy (7,8,55,99,122)
rearranged completely without permission.
Shhhh. Don’t tell Rome. – mkj
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1591– 1660
Co-Founder with St
Vincent de Paul of the
Daughters of Charity.

6 I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day

but I couldn't find any.



The convergence of St. Valentine’s Day and Ash
Wednesday is too ironic to let pass without acknowl-
edgment. You can sum up the paradox in one word:
chocolate. The most given gift on Valentine’s day and,
perhaps, the most given-up item for forty days. And is-
n’t the very mix of desire and sacrifice the focus of the
forty days of Lent.
But the irony is richer than dark chocolate. Valen-

tine’s Day is our indulgence in expressions of love:
cards asking you to Be My Valentine, roses, special din-
ners, pink and red heart-shaped everything. Symbols of
love and friendship easily purchased and freely given.

The colors, the fresh flowers and sweet treats could
find no greater contrast than the gray ashes of last
year’s Palm Sunday fronds and an obligatory fast. Yet,
those are the Lenten symbols of abiding love and
friendship dearly bought and freely given by Christ.
Usually on February 14 our passionate desires float

as airily as Valentine balloons. This year, however, we
are reminded that love is grounded–we are dust and un-
to dust we shall return. We are so loved that Christ
joined us in the journey from life to death, redeeming
all humanity by His Passion.

– Kathy Judge

Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter, Kathy
Judge, Monica Knudsen, Kathy Marks, Andrea McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Charlene Smith.

Humilitas

Sign seen at a business:
Turn off the news and love your neighbor.

Parish Life

Baptisms-January
Alessandra Alvarado

Mateo Lopez
Nicholas Rojas
Francisco Lopez

New Parishioners-January
Miguel and Amelia Acevedo
Enrique and Ynes Ruiz

Fabian and Veronica Ramirez
Brenda Velasco

Michael and Amy Van Oordt
Jerold and Nubia Linden

Octavio and Olga Villalpando
Erica Garcia

Anniversaries-March
Mar. Anniv.
07th Hector and Judy Tudyk 37th

12th John and Carmen Heinen 02nd

Paul and Becky Southerland 35th

16th Chet and Sue Bartlett 55th

20th E.J. and Alma Natale 31st

21st Mike and Paula Murphy 37th

Deaths-January
Ada Jean Spychalski
Virginia Alvarado
Patrocinio Garcia
Kim Vandersypen
Barbara Elter
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An Ash Wednesday Valentine?

6 What can go up a chimney down,
but can't go down a chimney up?
An umbrella.

6 Astronomers got tired of watching the moon
rotate around the earth for 24 hrs,
So they just called it a day.
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